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From: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Katia Emilova Kirilova, University of National and World

Economy, Department of Public Administration, Associate Professor in 
scientific specialty "Organization and management outside the field of 
material production (Electronic management, Administrative services)", 
Doctor in scientific specialty 05.02.03 National Economy /Regional Economy 
and Administration/

Regarding: competition for Associate Professor in the professional field 3.8. Economics in
"National Economy /Regional Economy and Local Government/" in Trakia 
University -  Stara Zagora

1. Competition information
The competition was announced for the needs of the Faculty of Economics of the 

Trakia University -  Stara Zagora by an announcement, which was published in the State 
Gazette -  issue 104 of 08.12.2020. I participate in the scientific jury of the competition 
according to Order № 255/08.02.2021 ofthe Rector of the Trakia University -  Stara Zagora.

2. Brief information about the candidates in the competition
The only candidate in the competition is Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Nedelin Kostadinov 

Markov. In 2005 he graduated a master's degree at the D.A. Tsenov Academy of Economics, 
Svishtov. In 2012 he was awarded the degree "Doctor" by the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 
Since 2009 he has been working as an assistant professor, and since 2013 as a chief assistant 
at the Faculty of Economics at the Trakia University, Stara Zagora. He teaches disciplines in 
the field of accounting, regional economics, local government, and administration.

3. Fulfillment of the requirements for acquisition of the academic position
From the presented information the candidate meets the conditions under Art. 24 of 

The Law for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and Art. 53 of 
Regulations for application of the Law for development of the academic staff in the Republic 
of Bulgaria for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor". He has held the 
academic position of "Chief Assistant Professor" for more than two years (information card 
for an academic position) and holds the Educational and Scientific Degree "Doctor". He 
presented an independent monograph on "Debt and financial sustainability of local 
government in Bulgaria", which fully complies with the announced competition. The 
candidate has published a separate textbook "Local Government and Administration" and 
published a chapter from the book "Economic base of tourism in Bulgaria, identification of 
relationships and processes for developing a model for sustainable regional tourism." He is 
the author of five curricula related to the disciplines he teaches. It meets the minimum 
national requirements, exceeding them in certain indicators. The candidate shows strong 
performance in research by participating in 8 research projects. He is the leader of a project 
that covers the problems of urban development in Bulgaria. 9 publications in scientific 
journals are presented, referenced, and indexed in world-famous databases. Two of them are 
in journals with impact factor and impact rank (reference from the central library of the Trakia
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University). He also presents 9 publications in non-peer-reviewed journals with scientific 
review. He has participated in several conferences and scientific forums. From the submitted 
documents the candidate has the required number of citations in scientific journals, 
referenced and indexed in world-famous databases with scientific information or in 
monographs and collective volumes.

From the presented information it follows that the minimum national requirements 
and the additional requirements are met, defined in Appendix 8.5 of the Regulations for 
development of the academic staff at the Trakia University -  Stara Zagora, for holding the 
academic position "Associate Professor".

4. Brief information about the submitted scientific papers/publications
The candidate participates in the competition with a monographic study on "Debt and 

financial sustainability of local government in Bulgaria", which examines the nature of 
municipal debt, its forms, and characteristics. An analysis of the state of municipal debt in 
Bulgaria has been made, which is defined as a key parameter in the financial framework of 
local self-government. The issue of the credit rating of the municipalities is considered as a 
form for determining their financial condition. The relationship between municipal debt and 
the impact it has on the sustainability of local finances is presented, as well as the impact that 
macroeconomic indicators have on municipal debt. As a result of the research, the author 
defines specific recommendations related to the debt and financial sustainability of 
municipalities.

Regarding the publications in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world- 
famous databases with scientific information, the candidate has 3 independent and 6 co
authored publications. The characterization of rural areas and the determination of the 
effects of national growth on the economic results of rural areas are the subject of a 
publication in a journal indexed in the Web of Sciences. A study published in an impact-rated 
journal examines regional disparities in the business demography of NUTS 2 regions in 
Bulgaria. The other publications in this part cover the issues of the investment policy of the 
municipalities, the connections between the economic growth and the decentralization, the 
policies towards the municipalities with financial difficulties and the bioeconomy.

The publications published in non-referenced journals with scientific review or 
published in edited collective volumes are 9, of which 6 are independent and 3 are co
authored. They cover issues related to the budgetary relations between the state and the 
municipalities, the decentralization of public resources, mechanisms for distribution of 
subsidies, the municipal debt in Bulgaria and the geographical information systems.

The candidate presents a published chapter of a book on "Economic base of tourism in 
Bulgaria, identification of relationships and processes for developing a model for sustainable 
regional tourism." It analyzes the intensity of the tourism sector, which is determined by the 
local population. The strategic aspects of the development of tourism in Bulgaria are 
considered. In this regard, the determinants of tourist activity are presented, the problems in 
tourism management are defined and recommendations in this direction are proposed.

After getting acquainted with the scientific works of the candidate, a high assessment 
can be given for their scientific and practical content. The publications of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. 
Nedelin Kostadinov Markov meet the requirements for the academic position of "Associate 
Professor" in the announced competition.

5. Synthesized evaluation of the candidate's major scientific and research contributions
Contributing moments in the scientific and scientific-applied work of the candidate can 

be distinguished in the following directions:
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• A comprehensive assessment of the indebtedness of the local self-government has 
been performed and specific author's recommendations regarding the financial 
sustainability and indebtedness of the municipalities have been defined.

• The rural areas in Bulgaria have been identified and the municipalities of Stara 
Zagora district have been typed, according to socio-economic characteristics and 
potential for development.

• The influence of key factors in the dynamics of business demography in the country 
was measured. The imbalances in the business demography of the regions are 
studied as key determinants of the regional inequalities in the economic growth.

• The need for an approach for targeted support for the development of the 
bioeconomy in the regions has been identified.

• The spatial location of the sites is presented by using geographic information 
systems to optimize the work processes and increase their efficiency.

• Specific measures regarding the tourism policy and recommendations for the 
development of tourism in Bulgaria are defined based on an analysis of the 
intensity of the tourism sector, which is determined by the local population.

6. Main critical notes and recommendations
I have no critical notes on the teaching and research activities of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. 

Nedelin Kostadinov Markov. More generally, I would recommend him to apply his research
results in teaching.

7. Conclusion
The candidate Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Nedelin Kostadinov Markov has fulfilled the 

requirements of the Law for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 
Bulgaria, the Regulations for the Application of the Law, and the Regulations for the 
Development of the Academic Staff at the Trakia University -  Stara Zagora. The scientific 
production that the candidate presents fully corresponds to the announced competition.

Based on the above arguments, I give a positive assessment of the academic activity of 
the candidate and with full conviction I suggest to the esteemed scientific jury to choose Chief 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Nedelin Kostadinov Markov for the academic position of "Associate Professor" 
in the professional field 3.8. Economics in "National Economy /Regional Economy and Local 
Government/" at the Trakia University, Stara Zagora.

( Заличено!
19/03/2021 Signature:

/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Katia Kirilova/
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