*x & ri CTAHOBMLLE

OT: fou. A-p LBetaH PagHeB MwWHYeB, M - [OLEHT KbM MeauuuHCKn
(pakynteT Ha Codminckn yHuBepcuTeT, HayyHa cneymanHocT ,,IpbAaHa
Xupypruga®. Yuacteam B CbCTaBa Ha Hay4YHOTO >XYpPW MO KOHKypca Cbr/acHO
3anoBef Ha Pektopa Ha TpY Ne 3227/13.12.2021r.

OTHOCHO: KOHKYpC 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akafeMUyHa JJTbXXHOCT ,,[A0LeHT™ Mo ['pbaHa
Xvpyprusa B 06nacT Ha BUCLLETO 06pa3oBaHue ,,3apaseonassaHe u cnopt™, MNH
7.1. MeanumHa.

1. 'H(hopmayma 3a KOHKypca

KOHKypCBT e 06sBeH 3a HyxauTe Ha Kategpa ,,CneunanHa xupyprusa® Ha 0.5
wart koM Kategpa ,,CneyunanHa xmpyprma“, Mo, TpY v uyan wat keM YMBAJI
»Ipod. a-p CrosaH Knpkosuu®, Ctapa 3aropa, 06siBeH B B 6p. 86/15.10.2021
r.

2. Hhopmayma 3a KaHAMAaTUTe B KOHKYpca

EAVMHCTBEH KaHAMZAT B KOHKypca 3a [OUEHT e [Nl. aCUCTEHT A-p LaHwen
"eoprves BbnyeB OT Kategpa ,, CneyumanHa xupyprua“ Ha M® TpY Cr. 3aropa.

O-p OaHven Bbnyes 3aBbpluBa MegumumHa npes 1988 r svB BMU rp. Cr.
3aropa. TpyLoBMAT My NbT KaTo LAMO € NpeMUHaN B efHO leyebHO 3aBefeHue
cerawHata YMBAJ ,Mpog. a-p Cr. Kupkosuy™“ AL rp. Cr. 3aropa. A-p
Bbnues e ¢ 34 rof. TPyAOB CTaX KaTto fiekap W ronsm npogecroHaneH onut. OT
2021 BPWUA Hau. KX YMBA ,lMpod. a-p Cr. Kupkosuy“ A/
[MoHacToALeM A-p BbiyeB nposexa 00yyeHve Ha CTYLEHTU, CTXKAHT iekapy,
creynanmsaHT no meguumHa n crtygeHtn CoupanHu feiHoctn; CbaebHo-
MeAVLMHCKN eKCnepT Mo XUpyprua u rpbaHa Xupyprus Ha bbarapckara
cbAebHa cucTema; PenybMKaHCKM KOHCYNTaHT MO rpbaHa XUpYprus.

B cbLi0oTO BpemMe ToW e 6un npenogasaten u e ¢ 32 rogvHW npenogasaTenCku
CTaX MOCMeAoBaTeNIHO KaTo aCUCTEHT, CTaplin W ra. acucteHt. Ot 1989 r. go
2004 r. e nocnefosaTeNHO acUCTEHT, CTapLM W rfaBeH acUCTeHT Mo obuwa
Xupyprus Kkom Kategpa ,, O6wa n onepatmsHa xvpyprus“. Ot 2004 r. [o cera e
[Nl. aCUCTEeHT, acUCTeHT W OTHOBO [/l. aCUCTEHT MO creuuanHocTTa ,,I pbaHa
Xupyprusa®“ B Kategpata no ,CneyuanHa xupyprus®. Ot 2020 r. cneg



npuKIYnIa JoKTypaHTypa B Kategpata no ,,benogpobHun 6onectn™ Ha MY -
Coma mn ycnelHa 3awmrta Ha AOKTopcka auceprtaums e OHC |, [loktop“.
3aBbpwnn e M BTOpa Maructpatypa ,,CTONaHCKO YynpasneHue. 34paBeH
MEHUIKMBHTY B BTY p. Benko TbpHOBO.

3. MI3snb/IHEHMe Ha M3NCKBaHMATA 3a 3aeMaHeTo Ha akageMunyHarta
ONBXXHOCT

HayuyHaTta npoaykumsa, KoATo /1. aCUCTEHT A-p Bbnyes npeactass 3a yyacTue B
KOHKypca 3a akageMuyHa AmbXHoCT , JJoueHT", npeacTaBeHa ¢ HayKOMETPUYHN
MoKas3aTe/IM MOKa3Ba, 4e TOM MO BCAKa rpyna MokasaTe/in MoKpmBa Wan
HafBWULWAaBa MWHUMaIHUTE HaUWOHA/IHA  U3UCKBAHUA W AOMBAHUTENTHUTE
M3NCKBaHUSA 3a 3aeMaHe Ha Ta3u L/TbXHOCT Kato hopmmpa oblia cyma ot 553.6
TOYKN, Npu HOpMaTMB 440 TOUKW.

ObwaTta npofyKumna ot 14 HayyHW Tpyda ca rpynvpaHy no rpynu nokasatenmu
cnopes HauVoHa/IHU M3NCKBaHUA U AOMBLAHUTENIHUTE U3NCKBaHUA ONpeneneHn
C npaBuNHMKa Ha TpY-M®. 3a M3roTBAHETO Ha CTAHOBULLETO MOA/EXAT Ha
aHann3 10 6posa ny6mkauun.

1 Tlo rpyna nokasatenm , A" YcnewHo 3aluTteHa pAguceptauma  3a
npucbxaaHe Ha OHC ,,Jloktop” - 50 TOYKkM (Hay4yHW TPyLOBe MO TemaTuKaTta
Ha AuMcepTaumMoHHUS Tpyhd - 4 6p., KOUTO He Mog/iexar Ha aHaiu3 B TOBa
CTaHOBMULLE)

2. Mo rpyna nokasarenu ,,B* XabunutaumoHeH Tpya - MoHorpodgms - 100
TOUKM.

3. Mo rpyna nokasarenu ,,I* 060 213.6 ToUukM npu n3nckyemm 200 TOUKN:

- MpepgcTtaBeHn ca 5 6p. (Mpy MUHMMANHO M3MUCKyemn 3 6p.) nNy6nmkaummn u
AoKnaan, nybnvkyBaHW B HayuyHW u3faHus, pedepupaHy U WHOEKCMpaHU B
CBETOBHOM3BECTHM 6a3n [aHHM C Hay4Ha uHpopmaums B cnmncaHuns ¢ IF nim IR
- 00wWo 156.6 Toukn. O6L IF oT npeacrtaBeHnTe nyonmkaumm 1.363 1 oouy IR-
SJR 0.601

- MpeactaBeHn ca 4 6p. ny6nukauum n goknagn, ny6nvMkKyBaHWU B Hay4HU
n3gaHusa, pedepupaHn M MHAEKCMPaHW B CBETOBHOW3BECTHWU 6a3n [aHHW C
Hay4Ha MH(opMaums - 06Lo 57 TOUKW.

4. Mo rpyna nokasartenun ,,[A“ o6wo 150 Toukn (MpY MUHUMATHO M3UCKYEMMU
50 To4KM)



- MpepcTaBeHn ca 10 6p. uutmpaHna B cnmcanus ¢ IF nan IR, pedepvpaHm B
Web of science.

5. Mo nokasaten ,,E“ Mpnaobuta MmegmumMHCKa cneumnanHocT - 40 TOUKW.

OO6Ll, MMMaKT (akTop OT HayyHa MpoayKUMs CTaTUM  BKIOUMTENHO
NpefCcTaBeHNTe Hay4HW TPYOBe NO TeMaTuKaTa Ha aucepTaunoHHus Tpya: IF -
5.203, 06w IR-SJR-1.44.

Ot npefcraBeHnTe 06wWo0 10 HayyHW Tpyda 3a HacTosAwara npouesypa A-p
Bbnues e Bofely wan eauMHCTBeH aBTop Ha 5 ot 1ax (50 %). B ocTaHanuTe e
BTOPW, TPETU WM CNefBaLl, aBTop.

4. OugHKa Ha y4ebHo-npenoaaBaTesickara eMHOCT

KaHonpatsT 3a npuaobuBaHeTo Ha akagemuyHara ATbXXKHOCT ,,[loUeHT™ e C
32 roguweH npenopasatencky ctax. o 2004 rognHa Kato rnaBeH aCUCTEHT B
Kategpa ,,O6wa v onepatnsHa xupyrus®, a ot 2004 r. 0o cera Kato rfaBeH
aCUCTEHT, aCUCTEHT W OTHOBO r/1aBeH acUCTEHT Mo ,,I pbaHa Xnpyprua“ karegpa
»,ChneunanHa xupyprua®. Kato AonbiaHUTENEH CTaX e U [NaBeH acUCTEeHT Mo
avcumnnunHata L JIOK. [urateneH TpeHUHr* B KaTegpata no ,,CoumaniHu
AEAHOCTUN™ - 4-TU KYpC PefoBHN N 3a[J04HU CTYAEHTM.

Kato rnaseH acucteHT no ,[pbaHa xupyprua“ ao-p Bbnues Boau
NPakTUYECKUTe 3aHATUSA Ha CTyAeHTUTe no MeguumHa 5-TM KYpC, KakTo U
NPaKTUYECKM 3aHATUSA M CeMMHApWU CbC CTaXaHT nekapute. KaHauMaaTsbT 3a
QJTHXXHOCTTA € CbaBTOp (aBTOp Ha rnaBa) Ha y4vyebHuK no ,,0Obwa xupyprua“
npegHasHayeH 3a CTYAeHTM MO MeAuuMHa. Vima 3aBbpllueH Tpu MeceyeH
NpenojaBaTefiCKu Kypc KaTto CnegaunioMHo obydveHuwe. OueHkata My OT
rnocneaHarta atectaumsi, Kato rnaBeH acCUCTEHT e ,,MHoro Joobp*.

[bNrorognIHMAT NpenoaBaTesiCKU ONUT HaTpynaH oT A-p BbnueB My aaBat
YBEPEHOCTTa, Ye TOW MpuTEXaBa 3HAHMSTA M YMEHMATa 3a CaMOCTOsITe/Ha
paboTa CbC CTYEHTW U CNELMANN3aHTH.

5. Hay4yHo-13cnegoBaTencka aeHoCT

O6nact Ha nyb6nMKyBaHe: HayuHaTa MpPOAYKUMS Ha KaHaugata A-p
Bb/ueB e 13Lsio B 06/1aCTTa Ha rpbaHaTa XUpyprus n xupypruata. Ta Moxe fa
Ce pasfen B HAKOMKO pasfenia KaTo OCHOBHATa YacT Ce KOHLIEHTpUpa BbpXy
MUHWMHBA3WBHATa  BWAEO-acMCTMpaHa  rpbaHa  xupyprus.  HayuHo-
n3crefoBaTenckarta 4eiHOCT e HacoueHa KbM Ma/VirHEeHUTe M/eBPaIHU U3NVBM
N XUPYPTUYHUTE METOAM Ha TAXHOTO MOBUABAHE.
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LinTmpaHe 1 pethepunpaHe: npeactaseHnte 10 uuTupaHns B cnicaHus c IF
nn IR, pedepupaHm B Web of science ceupeTencrtsar 3a 3Ha4YMMOCTTa Ha
Hay4HuTe Tpy[oBe Ha KaHauaaTa.

6. lNprHOCKM Ha Hay4yHaTa npoayKums:

B sawuTeHMa oT KaHAuaata gucepTauyoHeH TpyAd Mo AOKTOpCKa nporpama
»l ppaHa xupyprmna® Ha Tema ,,.BUAEOACUCTUPAHA TOPAKAJIHA
XNPYPIMNA (KOHBEHUMOHAMHA W EAAOMOPTOBA) - MACTO U
POJIA HA YCBbBBPLWEHCTBAHNA MEHWIXKMBHT HA
MAJIMTHEHWUTE MNEBPATH U3JTMB* ca n3BefeHW cnegHUTe HayyHu
NPUHOCH:

- 3a nMbpBn NbT B Bbbarapms ca M3BLbPLUEHM HAy4YyHU W3CNefBaHUA CbC
CbMNOCTaBsIHE Ha pe3ynTaTuTe OT Ta/iIKoBa niespogesa npn VATS eHONOPTOB U
VATS KOHBEHUMOHa/eH, npu naumeHT ¢ Ml Ha ocHoBata Ha 3Ha4ymMm 6poi
nauMeHT No npeasapuTeniHoO 3adafeHn nokasatenn - 117 nayMeHTn 3a nepuos
OT TPW NocnefoBaTesIHN roguHun. / OpuUrnHaneH Hay4veH npuHoc/

- JeMoHCTpMpaHo e nNpeanuMcTBOTO Ha egHonopToBuA VATS Mo OTHOLUeHMe
Ha crefonepatuBHa 60/Ka, CneforepaTviBeH Mepuog, YLOBNETBOPEHOCT Ha
nauueHTa 1 ornepaT1BHO Bpeme / Hay4yHO-NPUIOXeH 1 NOTBbPAUTENEH NPUHOC/

- V3paboTeHn ca KpuTepun 3a MnpeaonepaTvMBHA OLIEHKA Ha MaLMEHTUTE,
cropes, KOsSITO Te Ce pasnpedensT Kato KaHauaaTW 3a BuieoacucTupaHa
XMPYprus 1 Nnespoaesa Um Apyr nanvuaTmeeH XupypruyeH Metog. / Npunoxex
1 NOTBLPAUTENEH NPUHOC/

- BbBegeH e anroputbM Ha nosefeHue, BKOUBALL, MeToamTe Ha VATS npu
MauMeHT! CbC CbMHEHME 3a Ma/IMIHEHOCT Ha nneBpanHua uanme. / HayyHo-
MPUIOXEH U MeToanyeH npuHoc/

- BbBefieH e HemHTybaumoHeH egHornopToB VATS Ha guwaly 6sn1 Apo6 npu
NMPOTMBOMOKa3aHWA 3a 06La CefekTMBHA aHectesns. /| HayyHO-MpUIoXxeH w
NOTBbPAUTENEH NPUHOC/

B nybnukyBaHusi MoHorpauyeH Tpya Ha Tema ,,MAJITHEHW
NAEBPAJIHA U3NNBW - POJTATA HA TPbAHUA XUPYPI™ KaHanpatsT
npeactaBs  UANOCTHO  No3HaHue 3a MMM, BkawuBawo  eTnonorus,
naTopusnonorma M natoreHesa, XUPYPruyHM MeTOAM Ha AMarHocTMKa Wt
CbBpPEMEHEH XUPYPrMYeH MEHUIXXMBHT Ha JiedeHue. HanuceBaHeTo Ha
MOHOrpaMyHMa TpyL CbBMaga C HayyHUTe My WHTepecu B o6nactra Ha
MUHUMHBA3MBHATa  XUPYpPrua U MaJIATHEHUTE  NMEBPAIHN  U3/IUBMW.
MoHorpaguata e npefHasHayeHa 3a obyyasallmTe ce CTYLEHTU N0 MeauuMHa,
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cneumanuavpalMTe nekapy B 06nacTTa Ha rpbaHata  Xupyprus U
nynmonormaTa. B To3M cMUCbn T NpeAcTaBnsiBa  HayYHO-MPUIOXKEH W
METOAMYEH MPUHOC.

7. 3a6eneXKN 1 NPEnopbKK:

CmsATaMm, 4Ye KaHAMAATLT CbC CBOMTE MO3HaHMSA W onNUT B O6/MacTTa Ha
MWUHAMHBa3MBHATa W OHKOMIOTMYHA TpbAHA XMPYprus TpsbsBa fa Hacouu
ycunmata c KbM [0pasBUTME Ha TemaTa 3a MaJIMTHEHUTe MNIEBPa/THU U3INBW,
BbMPeKM Ye B HanucaHata OT Hero MoHorpagus ,,MAJIMTHEHW
NNEBPANHN N3NNBW - POJTATA HA TPbAHNA XNPYPI™ Tl 06CTONHO
pasrnexaa Temara, Kato rnocoysa MexaHu3MuUTe Ha roslyyaBaHe UM HauMHUTE Ha
XNpypruyHo nosnmasaHe Ha MM, CbLl0 MHTEPECHO e pa3sBMTUETO Ha Temara,
KakBO € MOBeLEHNETO MPU MaIMTHEHW MNMIEBPIHA WU3MBU 1N GNOKMpaH 6N
Apob. MACTOTO Ha AekopTuKaumsaTa / Buageo-acuctupaHa/ v ganv 14 nogoopssa
KauecTBOTO Ha XXMBOT Ha Te3n 60nHW. Kak ce meHaxupar naumeHtn MM n c
nepcucupaLLm 6poHXonIeBpasHN PUCTYNN?

8. 3ak/iroueHue:

Bb3 OoCHOBa Ha HanpaBeHWA aHa/M3 Ha M3MbL/IHEHMETO Ha M3MCKBaHMATa 3a
3aeMaHeTO Ha  akafjemMmyHata  [QJTbXKHOCT, OueHKata Ha  yyebHo-
npenojaearesickata M Hay4HO-U3cnefoBaTencka [AenHOCT cMmsiTaM, 4e [
acucteHT A-p MLaHven [eoprveB BbnuyeB oTroBapA HanbiHO Ha 3PACPB,
MMN3PACPE 1© npaBunHMKa Ha TpakuWiAcKU  YHMBepcuTeT-MeanLMHCKM
(hakynTet CT. 3aropa 3a TAXHOTO MPUIOXKEHWE, KaTo M3Nb/IHABA HEOOXoANMUTE
MUHUMa/THU U3NCKBaHMA. BCWMUKO TOBa MM [aBa OCHOBaHWe [a Aam CBOSTa
lMonoXxutenHa oueHka 3a KaHaupata A-p MdaHwen [eoprues BbnueB u pga
npenopbyaM Ha yBaXkaeMoTO HayuHO Xypu CbLLO Aa rnacysa NnonoXKUTesHo, a
Ha @akynTeTHUA CbBeT Ha MeauuuHCKM  (hakynTeT KbM  TPakuincKu
YHUBEpPCUTET da u3bepe rn. ac. ag-p AaHwen Meoprues Bbnyes 3a ,,JoueHT
Mo HayyHa crneumasHocT ,,I pbaHa Xnupyprua®.

noanuc:
[ata:2.02.2022 Oou. a-p Us. MyuH4eB am

Cr. 3aropa



OPINION

From: Assoc. Prof. Tsvetan Radnev Minchev, MD, PhD, Associate Professor at
the Faculty of Medicine, Sofia University, scientific specialty “Thoracic
Surgery”. | am taking part in the procedure as a member of the Scientific Jury
appointed by Order of the Rector of Trakia University No. 3227/13.12.2021.

Ref. Procedure in connection with the vacant academic position "Associate
Professor” in Thoracic Surgery, higher education field of study “Healthcare and
Sports", professional field 7.1. "Medicine”.

1. Procedure Details

The procedure has been announced in the State Gazette, issue 86/15.10.2021
for the needs of the Department of Special Surgery as a half-time job vacancy at
the Department of Special Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Trakia University, and
a full-time job vacancy at the University Multi-Profile Hospital for Active
Treatment "Pr. Dr. Stoyan Kirkovich", Stara Zagora.

2. Applicants Details

Chief Assistant Professor Daniel Georgiev Valchev, MD from the Department
of Special Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Trakia University, Stara Zagora, is the
only applicant in the procedure.

Dr. Daniel Valchev graduated as a Medical Doctor in 1988 from the Higher
Medical Institute in Stara Zagora. The major part of his professional experience
Is associated primarily with what is now the University Multi-Profile Hospital
for Active Treatment "Prof. Dr. Stoyan Kirkovich” AD - Stara Zagora. Dr.
Valchev has a vast experience as a medical doctor - he has been practising the
profession of a medical doctor for 34 years now. Since 2021 he has been acting
Chief of the Thoracic Surgery Clinic at the Multi-Profile Hospital for Active
Treatment "Prof. Dr. Stoyan Kirkovich” AD.

At present, Dr. Valchev is training students, interns, resident doctors and Social
Work students. He is a Forensic Medicine Expert in Surgery and Thoracic
Surgery for the Bulgarian Judicial System and a National Consultant in Thoracic
Surgery.

Along with this, Dr. Valchev is also a University Teacher, having 32 years of
teaching experience as an Assistant Professor, Senior Assistant Professor and a
Chief Assistant Professor. From 1989 to 2004, he was successively occupying a
position as an Assistant Professor, Senior Assistant Professor and a Chief
Assistant Professor in General Surgery at the Department of General and



Operative Surgery. Since 2004 he has been a Chief Assistant Professor, an
Assistant Professor and again a Chief Assistant Professor in Thoracic Surgery at
the Department of Special Surgery. In 2020, after graduating as a PhD student
from the Department of Pulmonary Diseases at the Medical University - Sofia
and a successful defence of his PhD thesis, he was awarded the academic and
scientific degree "DOCTOR”. He has also earned a second Master’s Degree in
Business Administration and Healthcare Management at the University of
Veliko Tamovo.

3. Compliance with the Requirements for Occupying the
Academic Position

The scientific production submitted by Chief Assistant Professor Valchev, MD
for participation in the present procedure for occupying the academic position
”Associate Professor”, presented with the relevant scientometric indicators
shows that with regard to each group of indicators, the Applicant is either
meeting or exceeding the minimal national and additional requirements for
occupying this position, making the total score of 553.6 points, provided that the
required number is 440.

The Applicant’s total scientific production consisting of 14 scientific papers, are
divided in indicator groups according to the minimal national requirements and
the additional requirements established with the Regulations of Trakia
University (Faculty of Medicine). For preparation of the present Opinion,
analyzed are 10 publications.

1 Indicator Group A: Successfully defended PhD thesis for conferring the
academic and scientific degree “Doctor”: 50 points (the 4 scientific papers on
the topic of the dissertation are not subject to analysis in this Opinion).

2. Indicator Group C: Habilitation Thesis - Monograph: 100 points.

3. Indicator Group D: the Applicant's score is a total of 213.6 points whereas
the requirement is 200 points:

- Submitted are 5 (where the minimum required number is 3) papers and
reports published in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world known
scientific information databases in journals with IF or IR: total of 156.6 points.
The total IF from the submitted publications is 1.363, and the total IR-SJR is
0.601.

- Submitted are 4 papers and reports published in scientific journals,
referenced and indexed in world known scientific information databases: total
of 57 points.



4. Indicator Group E: total of 150 points (provided that the minimum
requirement is 50 points).

- Submitted are 10 citations in journals with IF or IR, referenced in the Web
of Science.

5. Indicator F: Medical Specialty: 40 points.

Total impact factor of his scientific production including the submitted
scientific papers on the dissertation topic: IF - 5.203, total IR - SJR -1.44.

From the total number of the scientific papers submitted for the purposes of
the present procedure, i.e. 10, Dr. Valchev is either the leading or the single
author of 5 of them (50%). With regard to the rest, he is either the second, the
third or one of the subsequent authors.

4. Applicant’s Teaching Experience

The Applicant in this procedure for occupying the academic position
"Associate Professor” has 32 years of teaching experience. Up to 2004 he was a
Chief Assistant Professor at the Department of General and Operative Surgery,
and since 2004 he has been on the position of a Chief Assistant Professor,
Assistant Professor and again a Chief Assistant Professor in Thoracic Surgery at
the Department of Special Surgery. Further, he is also a Chief Assistant
Professor in Remedial Gymnastics and Locomotor Training at the Department
of Social Work teaching the 4-year full-time and part-time students.

As a Chief Assistant Professor in Thoracic Surgery, Dr. Valchev is in charge
of the practical of the 5-year medical students and the practical and seminars
of the intern doctors. The Applicant is a co-author (authored a chapter) of a book
in General Surgery intended for the medical students. He has also attended a 3-
month teaching course as a part of his post-graduate training. The score from his
last attestation as a Chief Assistant Professor is "Very Good".

The long-term teaching experience that Dr. Valchev has, gives me the
confidence that he possesses the knowledge and skills to carry out independent
work with students and resident doctors.

5. Applicant’s Scientific and Research Activity

Publication areas: The scientific production of the Applicant, Dr. Valchev, is
entirely in the field of Thoracic Surgery and Surgery. It can be divided into
several parts, the major part of it dealing with the mini-invasive video-assisted
Thoracic Surgery. The Applicant’s scientific and research activity is focused on
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the malignant pleural effusions and the surgical techniques for their
management.

Citation and referencing: The submitted 10 citations in journals with IF or IR,
referenced in the Web of Science are a confirmation for the significance of the
Applicant’s scientific papers.

6. Contributions of the Applicant’s Scientific Production

In the Applicant’s defended dissertation submitted in the PhD programme
"Thoracic Surgery” titled ""Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery (Conventional
and One-port) - Place and Role of the Improved Management of the
Malignant Pleural Effusions', pointed out are the following contributions:

-This is the first time that a scientific research has been conducted in Bulgaria
with comparison of the results from a talc pleurodesis between the one-port
VATS and the conventional VATS in patients with malignant pleural effusion
on the basis of a significant number of patients and on the grounds of indicators
set in advance, i.e. 117 patients for a period of 3 consecutive years, (unique
contribution to science)

- Demonstrated are the advantages of the one-port VATS with regard to the
post-operative pain, post-operative period, patient’s satisfaction and operative
duration (scientific-applied and affirmative contribution)

-Elaborated are criteria for pre-operative assessment of the patients according
to which they are divided in two groups: candidates for video-assisted surgery
and pleurodesis or another palliative surgical procedure, (applied and affirmative
contribution)

- Introduced is an algorithm of behaviour including the VATS techniques in
patients with suspected malignancy of the pleural effusion, (scientific-applied
and methodological contribution)

- Introduced is the non-intubated one-port VATS of a breathing lung where
there are contraindications for a general selective anaesthesia, (scientific-applied
and affirmative contribution)

In his published monograph titled ""Malignant Pleural Effusions - Role of
the Thoracic Surgeon', the Applicant presents a general overview of the
malignant pleural effusions, including etiology, pathophysiology and
pathogenesis, diagnostic surgical procedures and contemporary surgical
management. Writing of the monograph is in line with his scientific interests in
the field of mini-invasive surgery and the malignant pleural effusions. The
monograph is intended for the medical students and the resident doctors in the
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field of thoracic surgery and pulmonology. In this sense, the monograph
constitutes a scientific-applied and methodological contribution.

7. Comments and Recommendations

I reckon that the Applicant with his knowledge and experience in the field of
mini-invasive and thoracic oncology surgery should continue to elaborate
further the topic on malignant pleural effusions regardless of the fact that in his
monograph "Malignant Pleural Effusions - Role of the Thoracic Surgeon”, he
examines the issue in details, pointing out the occurrence mechanisms of the
malignant pleural effusions and the surgical techniques for their management.
Another interesting aspect of the topic would be the behaviour of patients with
malignant pleural effusion and a trapped lung. The place of decortication
(video-assisted) and whether or not it improves the quality of life of these
patients. How are patients with a malignant pleural effusion and persistent
bronchopleural fistula managed?

8. Conclusion

On the basis of the analysis of the compliance with the requirements for
occupying the academic position and the evaluation of the Applicant's teaching
and scientific and research activity, | reckon that Chief Assistant Professor
Daniel Georgiev Valchev, MD fully meets the requirements of the Act on
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations
on its Enforcement and the Regulations on Development of the Academic Staff
at Trakia University - Stara Zagora, Faculty of Medicine. All of the above, gives
me grounds to express my POSITIVE opinion of the Applicant Dr. Daniel
Georgiev Valchev, and recommend to the Honourable Scientific Jury also to
cast their positive vote. To the Faculty Council, I would recommend that they
appoint Chief Assistant Professor Daniel Georgiev Valchev, MD, PhD on the
position of "Associate Professor” in the scientific specialty "Thoracic Surgery".

Signature
Assoc. Prof. Tsvetan Minchev, MD, PhD
Date:2.02.22

St. Zagora



