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by Prof. Dr. Nadka Stefanova Kostadinova
Trakia University - Stara Zagora

Scientific specialty: "Economics and Management" (agriculture, management accounting), 
professional field 3.8 Economics

Subject: Competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the field of higher 
education 3. Social, economic and legal sciences; Professional field 3.8 Economics, in the 
scientific specialty National Economy (regional economy and local government), promulgated in 
State Gazette Iss. №104 from 08.12.2020

Contest information:
1 participate in the scientific jury of the competition as an internal member according to Order 

№ 255 / 08.02.2021 of the Rector of the Trakia University - Stara Zagora.

1. Brief introduction of the candidate
The only candidate in the competition is Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Nedelin Kostadinov 

Markov. He has completed a bachelor's degree in SA "Tsenov" - Svishtov, in "Accounting and 
Control". In 2005 he completed a master's program in "Accounting and Auditing" at SA "Tsenov" 
- Svishtov. He was awarded a Ph.D. in 2012 by the Institute for Economic Research at BAS - 
Sofia, in the scientific specialty "National Economy (including regional economy and history of 
the national economy)."

In 2009 he was selected as an assistant professor in the field o f higher education 3. Social, 
economic and legal sciences; professional field 3.8 Economics at the Thracian University - Stara 
Zagora, Faculty of Economics.

In 2013 he was selected as chief assistant professor in the field of higher education 3. Social, 
economic and legal sciences; professional field 3.8 Economics at the Thracian University - Stara 
Zagora, Faculty of Economics.

The candidate for the academic position "Associate Professor" speaks 2 foreign languages 
(English and German).

2. Comparison of the minimum national requirements and the additional requirements 
of PRAS of the Trakia University with the results of the scientific activity of the candidate 
for acquiring the academic position "Associate Professor".

In the current competition for "Associate Professor" Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Nedelin 
Markov presented documents that are in accordance with the scientometric indicators set out in 
the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic o f Bulgaria (RASRB), the 
Regulations for its implementation (PPZRASRB) and PRAS of TrU as follows:

Category A (min. Requirements of 50 points) - materials for 50 points are presented.
Category B (min. Requirements o f 100 points) - a monograph corresponding to 100 points 

is presented.
Category D (min. Requirements of 200 points) - materials for 227.80 points are presented.
Category E (min. Requirements of 50 points) - the submitted materials correspond to 90 

points.



Category E (no minimum requirements) - documents corresponding to 20 points are 
submitted.

Category G (min. Requirements of 50 points) - documents corresponding to 165 points are 
submitted.

With the required 450 points, the candidate has submitted materials for 652.80 points, which 
exceeds the minimum national and the additional requirements by more than 200 points.

3. General description of the submitted materials
In the competition for "Associate Professor" Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Nedelin Markov 

participates with the following publications:
- Monograph - 1 issue;
- Textbook - 1 issue;
- Articles and reports published in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world- 

renowned databases with scientific information - 9 issues;
- Articles and reports published in non-peer-reviewed journals with scientific review or 

published in edited collective volumes - 9 issues.
The candidate is an independent author of a chapter of a book. From the published articles 

and reports in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world renowned databases with 
scientific information - 3 pcs. are independent. From the published articles and reports in scientific 
journals, unreferenced and indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific information - 6 
pcs. are independent. The candidate is the author of an independent textbook - "Local Government 
and Administration".

Most of the scientific papers have been published in Bulgarian specialized journals and 
presented at national and international scientific conferences.

Proof of the importance of research and recognizability of the author among the scientific 
community is the number of observed citations - 10 pieces.

4. Evaluation of the teaching activity
Chief Assistant professor Dr. Nedelin Markov is a lecturer at the Trakia University in the 

disciplines "Local Government and Administration" (on which he has developed a textbook), 
"Regional Economics", "Fundamentals of Accounting", "Enterprise Accounting", "Accounting 
Standardization" and "Computer Processing of Accounting Information". To ensure the learning 
process, the candidate has developed and participated in the development of the relevant curricula.

I evaluate the educational and pedagogical activity of Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Nedelin 
Markov as fully meeting the requirements for awarding the academic position of "Associate 
Professor". There is the necessary coverage of the requirements of the competition and the teaching 
competence of the candidate.

5. Synthesized assessment of foundations the scientific and scientific-applied 
contributions of the candidate.

A. Scientific-theoretical contributions of original character:
- A conceptual framework for debt financing is presented as a result of a detailed description 

of municipal debt. (9.0.1).
- Theoretically, a concept of the relationship between the level of decentralization and 

economic growth as measured by GDP is presented (9.1.1).



- The intensity of the tourism sector in the part determined by the local (resident) population 
is analyzed (9.3.1).

B. Scientific and applied contributions
- A comprehensive analysis of debt financing in Bulgaria has been performed. (9.0.1).
- Some macroeconomic relations regarding the dynamics of municipal debt have been 

assessed. An opportunity is presented to differentiate the means for fiscal impact, revealing 
relations between indicators characterizing the decentralization processes and an aggregate 
indicator measuring the state and volume of the national economy. (9.1.1; 9.1.3; 9.2.3)

- The systematization and typology of the rural areas in Bulgaria has been carried out, as 
strongly varying inequalities have been established in the separate economic regions. (9.1.4; 9.1.7)

- Neighborhood and saturation coefficients have been determined by mapping point sites, as 
a result of which conclusions regarding the future location of commercial sites are substantiated 
(9.2.7; 9.2.8; 9.2.9)

6. Main critical remarks and recommendations
The study of the scientific works of Chief Assist. Prof. Dr. Nedelin Markov gives me reason 

to summarize that there are no significant omissions, inaccuracies or contradictions. I will make a 
recommendation to the candidate, namely in future activity as a scientist, to direct he’s publications 
to indexed and refereed journals.

7. Personal impressions of the candidate
I know personally the candidate chief assistant. Prof. Dr. Nedelin Markov. He is 

communicative, with a strong interest in science and innovative practices, demonstrates 
responsibility and discipline. His role in our joint development of e-courses in a number of 
disciplines is key to their success.

8. Conclusion
The presented scientific production and educational and pedagogical activity of the candidate 

fully meets the requirements for the academic position of "Associate Professor" according to 
ZRASRB and the Regulations for its implementation. Scientific papers contain a significant 
number of scientific and applied scientific contributions of importance to science and practice. 
With full conviction, I propose to the esteemed members of the scientific jury to vote positively, 
chief assistant professor Dr. Nedelin Kostadinov Markov to be elected and approved for the 
academic position of "Associate Professor" in higher education 3. Social, economic and legal 
sciences; professional field 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty "National Economy (regional 
economy and local government)".
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