REVIEW
by Prof.  Zhaneta Stoykova Dobreva,  PhD, DSc.
Lecturer at the Faculty of Education at Trakia University, Stara Zagora 
Regarding: The academic activity and scientific output of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veselina Georgieva Ivanova, lecturer at the Faculty of Education at Trakia University, Department of Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy in connection with the aforementioned individual’s participation in the competition procedure for the academic position of “Professor” in Methods of Teaching Physical Education, Area of Higher Education Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Field 1.3 Pedagogy, announced by Trakia University in the State Gazette, issue 30, dated 15.04.2022. 
          Dear members of the scientific jury,

          In my capacity as a member of the scientific jury assembled pursuant to Order No. 1483 issued on 20.05.2022 by the Rector of Trakia University in connection with the competition procedure announced for the academic position of “Professor”, I have reviewed the materials presented to me by the sole candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veselina Georgieva Ivanova. The candidate has submitted all the necessary documents for this purpose as required by the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules of procedure for the acquisition of academic degrees and occupation of academic positions at Trakia University. The procedures related to the organization of the competition are also in line with the requirements set forth in the relevant regulatory framework.
1. Candidate overview
Assoc. Prof. Veselina Ivanova graduated from the Secondary School of Sports in the city of Stara Zagora and obtained her Master’s degree in Physical Culture from the Higher Institute of Physical Education and Sports “G. Dimitrov” (presently named National Sports Academy “V. Levski”) in the city of Sofia.  
In 1977, she was awarded the Master of Sports title for her accomplishments in competitive swimming. 
While pursuing her Master’s degree, the candidate also completed a minor in Sports Journalism. 
She started her professional career development in 1988 as a lecturer in Physical Education and Sports at the Medical Faculty of Trakia University and in 2008 she became a senior lecturer in Physical Education and Sports at the Faculty of Education.  
In 2006 she obtained the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in scientific specialty 05.07.05 Theory and Methods of Physical Education and Sports Training (incl. Therapeutic Physical Education). 
In 2011, she was awarded the academic title of “Associate Professor”. 
Since 2016, she has served as the Head of the Department of Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy. 
The candidate has been a member of the Control Council of Trakia University since 2019. She served as Vice-Chair of the General Assembly of Trakia University for the duration of its 2015-2019 term. 
She was a member of Stara Zagora branch of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria until 2019 and has been a member of the Bulgarian National Committee for Preschool Education – OMEP since 2021 as a member of the Section on Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy. The candidate is on the Managerial Board of the Philology and Pedagogy Section of the Stara Zagora Branch of the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria and has served on the boards of science forums in Bulgaria and abroad. She is a member of faculty-level accreditation commissions in Professional Field “Pedagogy”.   
The candidate has participated in Erasmus+ academic exchange programs.  
Assoc. Prof. Veselina Ivanova has made significant contributions to the development of the physical education and sports training of school students from the municipal district of Stara Zagora.  
I acknowledge the academic career of Assoc. Prof. Ivanova as exceptional and as a testament to the merits of her application for the academic position of “Professor”. 
2. Teaching activity
Assoc. Prof. Ivanova has read lectures in the following compulsory classes: 
“Theoretical Fundamentals of Physical Education”, “Theory and Methods of Physical Education in Grades 1-4”, “Methods of Physical Education for the Preschool and Primary School Age”, “Bulgarian National Horo Dances”, “Biological Regularities and Social Functions of Physical Activity” in Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree programs at the Faculty of Education.  
Assoc. Prof. Ivanova has also developed her own class on the Theory and Methods of Physical Education for the Preschool and Primary School Age taught to Trakia University students majoring in “Preschool Pedagogy”, “Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy” and “Primary School Pedagogy with Foreign Language Training”.   
 
Based on the above-mentioned evidence, I affirm that the candidate’s teaching activity meets the requirements for holding the academic position of “Professor”. 
3. Scientific research activity of the candidate 
The number, subject matter, scope and quality of the publications submitted by Assoc. Prof. Ivanova for the purposes of this competition meet the present requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, as well as the documentation requirements set forth in the Rules of Procedure on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Faculty of Education at Trakia University. In total, 31 publications were presented for the competition procedure, including one monograph/habilitation paper, one textbook, 3 articles and reports published in refereed scientific journals indexed in prominent international scientific databases, 24 articles and reports appearing in non-refereed scholarly publications with internal review, as well as chapters published in 2 collective monographs.       
All the publications correspond to the scientometric indicators set forth in Act No.3 and the current policy adopted by Trakia University as reflected in the Rules of Procedure on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Faculty of Education at Trakia University.  
Below, I shall analyze the type and content of the submitted publications. 
The articles and reports in non-refereed scholarly publications with internal review are the most numerous and they were all published between 2012-2022. They illustrate the candidate’s level of participation in scientific forums in Bulgaria and abroad.   
One of these works was published in Bulgarian, while all the others appeared in English. 
Regarding the content, these publications could be combined into several thematic groups. The first one I would describe as focused on the examination of the problem of reflection and self-reflection in school and university students, as well as its effectiveness in Physical Education. This group consists of articles No. 7.1 and 7.3, as listed in the candidate’s application documents for participation in the competition procedure, under Section 9 “List of Publications”. The articles draw attention to the factors affecting the development of reflection, namely the role of physical education in school students and the university training of the future teachers.   
The second group of publications examines the role of movement games and their importance for the overall physical and mental development of preschool aged children and their school readiness. It includes publications No. 7.4 and 7.22. They are based on empirical research and represent some of the candidate’s theoretical and practical contributions regarding the factors that determine children’s overall development.   
The third group is comprised of publications focused on the significance of different types of sports for the development of children with special educational needs. It includes articles No. 7.5, 7.17 and 7.20. These publications support current ideas concerning the effects of hippotherapy on certain aspects of the motor movement of children with autism spectrum disorders and in its capacity as an alternative method for improving the praxis skills of children with multiple disabilities. The effect of isometric training and swimming in children with spinal deformities is also proven and supported with evidence. 
The fourth group of publications covers topics related to methods and methodology, as well as problems connected with the motivation of prospective teachers for their chosen career path, their competence and professional career. This group contains articles No. 7.7, 7.8, 7.11, 7.14, 7.16, 7.19, 7.21, 7.23 and 7.24. The author is particularly focused on the competencies of Physical Education teachers and analyzes their cognitive, functional, personal and ethical components. The publications examine different aspects of the link between teaching methods and cognitive functioning, and explore different means of enhancing the quality of academic education. Some of these works are thematically and logically linked with the topics covered in the other aforementioned groups of publications. 
The textbook titled “Theory and Methods of Physical Education for the Preschool Age” was published by Trakia University in 2022. It covers fundamental problems of the theory and methods of Physical Education with a focus on the basics of movement culture and the theoretical and methodological premises of the educational process in the kindergarten. 
The content of the textbook is divided into two parts, the first of which is focused on the theory of Physical Education. It explores important methodic and methodological topics related to determining the status of Physical Education as a scientific and academic discipline, as well as the teaching principles and methods, and the specifics of the process of education. The tools of Physical Education and the motor qualities are described and analyzed in detail.   
The second part aims to familiarize the readers with the fundamental theoretical and methodological premises of motor learning for the preschool age. It covers topics related to the nature and objectives of Physical Education in the preschool age and the organized forms of motor learning. The textbook provides a scientific answer to a number of strictly methodological questions, such as the general characteristics of group exercises and methods of teaching for different age groups, characteristics and methodic requirements for the training complexes for different age groups. 
The textbook also includes currently relevant topics on the connection between physical preparedness, capability and development of motor skills in the preschool age, as well as topics focused on the naturally applied motor activities in children of this age. 
In terms of scope and originality in its modern interpretation of the topics it covers, I believe that the textbook titled “Theory and Methods of Physical Education for the Preschool Age” enriches the academic literature on education in its field of science and can be helpful in the training of undergraduate and graduate students, child psychologists and all other specialists interested in the field of Physical Education for 3-7 year-old children.   
The content of the chapters published in collective monographs is also of interest. The first of them is titled “Physical Education and Health – Global Perspectives and Best Practices” and was compiled and edited by Prof. Ming-Kai Chin and Prof. Christopher R. Edginton from the University of Northern Iowa (USA). It presents a wealth of information on educational models, community programs and good practices shared by experts from different countries regarding the physical education and health of children and adolescents. 
Assoc. Prof. Ivanova co-authored Chapter 7 of the edited volume with Assoc. Prof. B. Peneva from the National Sports Academy “Vasil Levski”. It is titled “Physical Education Practices in Bulgaria With a Focus on Young People’s Health” and it regards the problems of physical activity as a factor in overcoming social problems and a means of improving the public health of young people in the Republic of Bulgaria.  
The second book titled “Competency-Based Approach in the Training of Pedagogy Students” includes a chapter written by Assoc. Prof. Ivanova titled “Motor Skills as a Component of Competence”. Its main aim is to substantiate teachers’ need for better understanding of the physiological, psychological and didactic regularities for developing good motor habits in motor skill training. The author claims that knowledge of these natural patterns is crucial for the rational management of the learning process as a cognitive and motor activity with a positive impact on children’s development.  
The most in-depth work by Assoc. Prof. Ivanova, in terms of its design and execution, would have to be the monograph titled “Children’s Movement Games in a Purposeful, Meaningful and Diagnostic Context.“ In separate chapters, the book examines questions related to the specific goals of physical education in the formation of the child’s personality. It introduces different concepts of the relationship among movement-based activity, children’s play and education, as well as opinions by a number of scholars like N. Vitanova, D. Batoeva, E. Petrova, D. Dimitrov, V. Gyurova, T. Angelova and others, on the nature and roles of play for the human being in terms of its biological and socially determined function, and as a cultural phenomenon. 
I personally, as a scientist with a particular interest in the field of age-related development and specifically in the development of young children and school students, found a number of insights from this paper exceedingly intriguing and valuable. Those appear in the sections focused on the age-related characteristics of play activity, the diagnostics of motor skill and movement, and the role of movement games in the child’s socialization as a part of the children’s community.  
Thus, I would summarize the most significant contributions of this monograph in the following categories: 
·  On a theoretical level, it reveals the main factors that determine the integration and significance of play in the process of learning and education for preschool aged children. 
·  The monograph analyzes the age-related characteristics of play activity and the role of movement games for children’s mental and social development. 
·  On an experimental level, the paper examines the characteristics of the relationships that develop among children in the process of participation in play activity, as well as their importance for successful socialization and adaptation in the children’s community. 
·  In terms of practical applicability, the book constructs an original technological model of mastering different types of physical exercises corresponding to the main content of the curriculum in Physical Education in a preschool setting. 
·  The monograph present assessment criteria for children’s motor skills through movement games. 
·  It includes unique approbation of the options and practices of online PE learning. 
Based on my analysis of the scientific output of Assoc. Prof. Ivanova, I can state with full confidence that she meets the requirements for being granted the academic position of “Professor”. 
4. Citations
Assoc. Prof. Ivanova has provided a list of citations that includes 60 citations of her publications in different scholarly works. Those include 6 citations in refereed scientific journals indexed in prominent international scientific databases or monographs and edited volumes; 17 in peer-reviewed monographs and edited volumes; and 37 in non-refereed scholarly publications with internal review. All citations have been accurately described.  
5. Participation in scientific projects
One of the important dimension of Assoc. Prof. Ivanova’s research activity is her participation in science projects. In her report for the 2011-2022 period, the candidate has indicated her participation as team leader in seven (7) science projects, undertaken by the Faculty of Education at Trakia University and one university-wide project. The topics are current and relevant for the scientific field of Pedagogy and correspond with Assoc. Prof. Ivanova’s publications. They include the following:  
“Assessment Projections on the Quality of Training in the Process of Education” (2011); “Games and Game Technology in Pedagogical Interactions” (2012), “Prevention and Early Diagnosis of Spinal Deformities as a Kinesiotherapeutic Goal of the Medico-Social Team” (2013); “Problem-Based Situational Modeling and Effectiveness of the Teaching Practice” (2015); “Examination of Communicative and Social Competencies in Education as an Environmental Phenomenon” (2016), “Examination of Models of Inclusive Education and the Supportive Learning Environment With Carryover to the Academic Training of Pedagogy Students” (2017); “The Professional Competence of Pedagogy Students in the Context of Continuity Between Kindergarten and Primary School” (2020).   
6. Conclusion 
Assoc. Prof. Ivanova’s overall teaching, research and publication activity confirms her as an established and well-respected university lecturer and scientist, an academic in the full sense of this word.  
Based on the above evidence of the candidates academic activity and scientific output, the scope, content and significance of her publications for the entire academic community and the development of the field of Physical Education in the country, I declare before the members of the scientific jury that I cast my vote in favor of granting Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veselina Ivanova,  lecturer at the Faculty of Education at Trakia University, the academic position of “Professor” in Methods of Teaching Physical Education, Area of Higher Education Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Field 1.3 Pedagogy. 
 20.09.2022 





  Signature: 
Stara Zagora                                                 Prof.  Zhaneta Stoykova,PhD,  DSc
